
 

 

Legendary Rock & Swing Musicians in  
Fund Raising Concert 

For World War II Veterans 
 

Birmingham's legendary rocker Steve Gibbons and his ex-

drummer Sticky Wicket together with ace big band musician 

Garry Allcock and a number of other stars are hosting an 

evening of 1940's Music at The Tally Ho Suite, Pershore Road, 

Birmingham on Saturday April 18th. 

Sticky, drummer to many Rock and Jazz names has instigated 

the evening to help a group of local Veterans, now in their 

90's, to fund their proposed trip to Holland this coming May 

for the VE70 celebrations marking the 70th anniversary of the 

end of World War II in Europe. 

“They are a great bunch of people to which subsequent      

generations such as ours undoubtedly owe a deep debt of 

gratitude” said Sticky. 

 

For the full story we go have to go back a decade. 

Just about eleven years ago, drummer Sticky Wicket and his Swing Orchestra were 

booked to play for the celebration to mark the sixtieth anniversary of the liberation 

of the Netherlands. He thought his audience would be comprised in the main of 

Dutch people who had good reason to remember that time. Imagine his surprise 

when after the sound check was complete, a veteran sporting a chest full of medals  

who was very much a ‘Brummie’ approached and assured Sticky that he would be 

there that evening, accompanied by some more of the ‘lads’ and their wives, all of 

them it seems from the Birmingham area. 

This was sixty years on and those 20 somethings from 1944, the ‘lads’, were by then 

in their eighties. Their presence was most welcome and it was an absolute joy to see 

them dancing and enjoying the music they remembered so well.  

Meanwhile Sticky did more events for these veterans and they kept in touch. But 

there came a time where they drifted apart and lost contact. Until, that is, Sticky 

was watching the 2014 D-Day commemorations on television and who should he 

see but that same ‘Brummie’ who had approached him some years earlier. His 



 

 

name was Les Reeves, tank driver and veteran from El Alamein, Normandy     

Landings and Arnhem campaigns to name but a few.  

Sticky phoned him a few days later. ‘Where’ve you bin, our kid?’ was the response 

from the other end.  So that proved that Les was still alive and kicking as he          

approached his 90th birthday.  Sticky went along to Les’s 90th which turned out to 

be a great occasion . He was surprised that so many of the ‘lads’ were still around 

and fit enough to came along and join in the celebrations! When asked  by Les to 

say a few words Sticky agreed and in so doing pledged to organise a fund raiser for 

these courageous  ‘band of brothers’ to celebrate VE Day 70 or as Les put it…… 

……“possibly the last ‘big un’ for me ’n the lads!” 

 

Consequently a Fundraising Concert and Dance has been organised 

at the Tally Ho Suite in Pershore Road, Birmingham with a          

Veteran’s Parade of the Standards at 6pm and 1940’s swing music 

all the way until at least 10.30pm.  

Find out more on www.stickywicket.info 

Sticky Wicket and a veteran’s representative are available for         

interview. 

To set up an interview call Sticky on 07967 098 944 or e-mail    

stickywicket@sky.com 

Notes for Editors: In his musical career, Sticky has played with a number of very 

well known musicians, either rock or jazz. These include Leo Sayer, Monty Sunshine, 

Terry Lightfoot, Digby Fairweather, Viv Stanshall, Mark Knopfler OBE, Joe Cocker, 

Bruce Welch, Russ Ballard, Roger Daltrey, Chris Farlowe, Steve Marriott,             

Chris Barber, Lonnie Donegan, Van Morrison, Steve Gibbons, Sammy Rimmington, 

Paul Jones, Zoot Money, Kenny Ball, Acker Bilk, Jools Holland and Bryan Ferry. 
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